


A report criticizes
probation camps, but
officials say youths

dislike

By Jason BONG

healthy meals,

Youths at some Los ffm»
geles County probation
camps say that they are not

o p
etting enough 0 eat'an
gre served unhealthy food,
including a Sunday stew
made of leftovers that some-

nates complain

32 E

i h : . .
times contains “slippety and
shiny” meat and “pink and
undercooked” chicken, ac-
cordingto recent report.

The docurnent is a result
of a visit earlier this month
by two citizens serving oI
thecommission that advises
the Probation Department
about operations at the
Challenger camps near Lan-
cagter. “Thers was u;:xvers;ié

ent by ail who we
?jil:r?en& on t’hi site visit that
the food was terrible.” there-
portsaid. o
Tron Meyer, an asmst_ax_ﬂ:
- ¢hief probation officer, gaid

he had not seen the doou- -
ment and had not looked at._ :
camp food recently. But
Mevyer said it was hard to be-
Yieve that youths were
served leftovers.

“We have a full-time nu-
tritiomist that puats the.
menus together so they get
wholesore food,” he said. w

Meyer said probation of-
ficials are studying whether
they could make meals more .

Youths dislike county
probation camp food

[Focd, from Aal]

that probationers only
wanted hot dogs and ham-
burgers and rarely ate veg-
etables. .

“They are pretly normat
adolescents in that respect,”
Meyer said.

The report comes az
county supervisors are et to
ctmsider renewing the food
service contract for-most of
the camps. The board iz

presentable but atso noted \
that many teenagers doNt - sue in two weeks.
like to eat healthy food. OB€ . The report is based on
emplayee told the monitors jthe commissioners’ conver-
[Ses Food, AASY sations with juvenile delin-
‘quents and prooation em-
| ployees at the six Challenger
\camps, which are narmed for
ithe astrenauts who died in
“ithe 1986 space shuitle disas-
ter and house about 200
vouths.

The report noted that
youths sesmed to like the
lunch of breaded chicken,
fried potatoes, carrot salad
and Boston baked beans
that was served the day they
visiied, )

StilL, the report’s findings
are sirailar to earlier conniy
studies. Three years ago,
evaipations found that
neatly all of the depart-
ment's  juvenile facilities
failed to provide adeguate
meals to minors who had
special dietary neads, failed
to meet minimum state and
federal nutritional guide-
lineg, and that fat made up
more than 30% of weskly

- ealories,

scheduled to vote on the is-
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Conditions have im-
proved since then, officials
say. A similar report last
year found that a majority of
the problems had been cor-
rected, although most
camps still did ot base their
menys oh federal and state
nutritional guidelines, ac-
cording to evaluations.

But one employee told
the commissioners sarlier
fhis mornith that the fare was
“the worst it hag everbeen,”
and several juveniles re-
ported losing as much as 20
pounds even though they
were taking psychotropic

drags that often lead to - |

weight gain.

Probation officials said
they weighed 1 juveniies
wha had spoken with the
commissioners and that
ning of them had gained
welght sibee eniering the
camp. The other youth ig 5
Teet 7 and weighed about 235
pounds when he entered the
camp and has since lost
about 20 pounds, Meyer
said.

County supervizors have
delayed renewing a contract
with the company that pro-
vides food services toc the
camps several times over
coticerns about the guality
of the meals, and Supervizor
Mark Ridiey-Thomas said

- h# would like to reopen the

bhidding process.
“Competition is 3 cure for
alot of probiems,” be said.

jason.songailatimes.com
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SPECIAL REPORT: A BROKEN FOSTER CARE SYSTEM.

Sarah Reingewirtz — Staff Photographer
Single'mom and nurse Cynthia Bradbury plays with her 'son Xander, 2, as she gets him ready for bed In their Huntington Beach home.

E 'HUW YBU CAN
- GETINVOLVED -

~|htergsted in bec_om—
.ing & foster parent for
Las Angeles County?
“Irformation is avail-
able by calling the
“ios Angeles County
Resource Parent
Recruitment ling at
888-811-1121.

STATISTICS
Deathsper_- JQG.OO{J

most.,.cont_r ersial dls_cuss_lons in the -c_hfﬂd_.f elfare commumty

. And whenblack childrengo into foster care, they
get stuck there 50 percent. Ionger than children of
other races.’

“During the 20008, social work experts suS-
pectedithat institutional bias and racism by soeial
workers caused the high' proportmn of black chil-
drenin foster care.

* Leaders in thesocial work: cemmumty made that

Sa'n Fernandb

assumption based on decades-old data that showed Valley: 13.9°
that black ‘¢hildren were abused and maltreated \S’::';e(:alﬁeli :

at-the:same rate asichildren of other ethnic clas—
sifications. - Metropolitan

i Los Angeles: 17
Westside L.A.: 10.9-

South LA 23

South-Bay 15 2

Source: Inters
' Cotngl on Ch|id Abuse .
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Foster

“There was no smoking
gun,” said Armand Montiel,
who started as a frontline
social worker and now is in
charge of public affairs for the
county’s Department of Chil-
dren atd Family Services.

“It almost would have been
easier to solve this if racism
or bias were the case,” he
said. “We could target that
with training or by weed-
ing out workers who were bi-
ased. But that’s not the case.
T's much more complex.”

The county in the past few
years has ramped up its ef-
forts to take a serious look at
why so many black children
end up in foster care.

But if racism is a factor,
then the racism would come
from a staff made up mostly
of ethnic minorities.

The number of black chil-
dren in foster care is almost
identical to the percentage of
black social workers.

Of the 3,179 county social
workers who make up the
county’s front-line staff, 907
are black. The largest num-
ber of social workers, 1,390,
are Hispanic. About 550 are
white. Some 280 are Asian or
Filipino, And 10 are Ameri-
can Indian.

A grim picture
By almost every measure,
"black children in Los Ange-
les County, and California as
awhole, are at far higher risk
than other children.

They are more likely o
die than other children, and
on average, they have more
identifiable risk factors than

children of other ethnie

groups, according to recent
data from researchers and
county reports.
Of the 350 to 400 of all
_-children who die of suspected
abuse or neglect in Los Ange-
les County each year, 20-25
percent are black, according
to the Los Angeles County
civil grand jury report re-
leased last June. That’s far
higher than their 8 percent
share of the child population.
Very few of those deaths
take place while children are
placed in foster homes, ac-
eording to county statistics.
In fact, 90 percent of the
deaths of children who have

SARAH REINGEWIRTZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Eight-year—oid)sistérs Diivia and Lilyana Bradbury play in their room at their Huntington
Beach home. Three of Cynthia Bradbury's children are foster children.

of the child being reported
to a child protection agency.
Putnam-Hornstein found.

switch, a telephone, an exten-
sion cord,” said Goodrich, 22.
Goodrich’s childhood also

a child’s circumstances.
Roberts and others have
said counties should heed the

. : .- : SARAI-
Single mom and nurse Cynthia Bradbury of Huntington Beach spends a moment with her B-year-old daughters Lilyana &

Worry about kids first

‘Foster parents say rac
is too important in socic
work and that social worker
should start worrying abou
children more than race.

Foster parent Cynthi
Bradbury said a Los Ange
les County social worker las
year overtly talked abou
race when it came to Brac
bury’s foster son, Xander, ¢
who is black. It was clear th
worker did not want her t
adopt Xander, she said.

Xander has a congenitz
heart defect that will kill hir
without a heart {ransplant.

Bradbury is a registere.
nurse, and she’s white.

“She said he needed ¢
be with a black family,
Bradbury said of the sociz
worker, who was black. “Sh
asked: “What areyougoingt
do when you have an Africar
American teenager standin
in front of you?’ And I said
would do the same thing I di
with myv own teenage son.”
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wom and nurse Cynthia Bradbury of Huntington Beach spends a moment wi_th her B-year-old daughters Lilyana and Qlivia.

Worry about kids first

Foster parents say race
is too important in social
work and that social workers
should start worrying about
children more than race.

Foster parent Cynthia
Bradbury said a Los Ange-
les County social worker last
year overtly talked about
race when it came to Brad-
bury’s foster son, Xander, 2,
who is black. Tt was clear the

adopt Xander, she said.

Xander has a congenital
heart defect that will kill him
without a heart transplant.

Bradbury is a registered
nurse, and she’s white.

“She said he needed to
be with a black family,”
Bradbury said of the soeial
worker, who was black. “She
asked: “What are you going'to
do when vou have an African-
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ar-oid sisters Oliviz and Lilyana Bradbury play in their room at their Hurtington
smie. Three of Cynthia Bradbury's children are foster children,

American teenager standing

in front of you?” And I said 1
would do the same thing [ did
with mv own teenage son”

ild being reported switch, atelephone, anexten- a child’s circumstances.
t protection agency.  sion eord,” said Goodrich, 22. Roberts and others have
m-Hornstein found.  Goodrich’s childhood also  said counties should heed the

worker did not want her to.

a The office that serves
South Los Angeles is seven
to 10 miles away from the
neighborhood it serves and
has no free parking,

= The social workers that
serve black communities
tend to transfer to other of-

-fices after about a year, hand-

ing off all their cases to tran-
sitiona] workers.

® Caseloads are highest in
the neighborhoods that need
the most service.

¢ Services offered to help
families reunify with their
children are applied un-
evenly, if at ail.

The repert said the ge-
partment needs {o put an of-
fice in South Los Angeles and
to evalnate whether social
workers are simply checking
off lists or actually trying to
help parents change enough
to get their children back. It
asked the county to find a
way to keep social workers
in the same offices se families
have continmity of service.




pres e m i mn e i

cording to county statistlcs
In fact, 90 percent of the
deaths of children who have
had contact with the county's
Department of Children and
Family Services die when
they-aresliving with their
birth families, according to
the grand jury report.

A look at neighborhood
data shows that one Los An-
geles County area stands out
for its high child mortality
rate — South Los Angeles,
where the death rate in 2009
for ehildren was 28.3 per
100,000 children, according
to the most recént statistics
available from the Los Ange-
les Inter-Agency Council on
Child Abuse and Neglect.

Most of the rest of the
county had a rate that av-
‘erages about 15 deaths per
100,009. On a national scale,
the Fourth National Inci-
dence Study of Child Abuse
and Neglect released in 2011
found that children in black
families are mistreated at a
rate about L7 times the na-

" tional average.
“In nearly ali cases, the

rates of maltreatment for

black children were signif-
icantly higher than those
for white and Hispanic chil-
dren,” the study found.

With all those risks at
home, it’s no wonder that so
many black children end up in
foster care, experts say. Those
statistics match research find-
ings that show a strong corre-
lation between poverty and
child maltreatment.

If there’s any hope in
making a dent in the num-

ber of black children in fos-

ter eare, it can be found in
new research that shows ex-
actly what types of families
are most at risk for having a
child in need of protection,
experts say.

Starting in 2011 USC re-
searcher Emily Putnam-
Hornstein and her mentor,
Barhara Needell, took a novel
approach to characterizing
the situations that end up with
a chiid getting reported for
maltreatment in California.

They took birth records
and compared them with re-
ports from the state’s child
protection agencies.

They came to a telling con-
elusion: Based on risk fac-
tors, they could almost pre-
dict which babies would be
reported to child protective
services before they turned 5.

Things such as low birth
weight, low income, a young
‘mother, low education, and

of the child being reporied
to a child profection agency.

Putnam-Hornstein found
that biack habies were twice
as Hkely to have a low birth

weight than the rest of the

children born during the
study period. One out of five
" black children had no father
listed on the birth certificate,
a ratio almost four times
higher than white children.
Further studies found that
California residents probably
weren't singling out black
families and reporting them
to child protective services.

In fact, when controlling for

poverty, black children were

Tess likely to be reported for

child maltreatment than ehil-
dren of other races.
Putnam-Hornstein found
that building racial sensitivity
among social workers proba-
bly wouldn’t cause a serious
reduction in the number of
black children in foster care.
“Our findings suggest that
although working to address...
biasesis in no way inappropri-

ate, in isolation, these efforts-

sre unlikely to achieve the de-
sired effects,” she said.
Other studies show that
black families use corporal
punishment about 10 per-
cent more often than parents
from other ethnic groups.

Former foster child Mar-.

cellia Goodrich said she and
other black foster youth were
disciplined very severely in
their birth homes. She was
raised in South Los Angeles
and now lives in Long Beach.
She spent much of her chﬂd—
hood in foster care.

“I've been hit with a

switeh, a telephone, an exten-
sion cord,” said Goodrich, 22.

Goodrieh's childhood also
had another risk faetor, the
lack of a father. Her father
left when she was ababy and
is now in prison, she said.

National data show that -

about 70 percent of black
children are born out of
wedlock compared with a

- rate of about 40 percent for

the general population. Black
men are also 5.8 times more
likely than white men tc be
in prison or jail, according to
unational justice statisties.

Age-old problem

The leading voice for
studying ways to reduce the
proportion of black children
in foster care is Dorothy Eob-
erts, a University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School professor
who wrote the 2002 book
“Shattéred Bonds: The Color
of Child Welfare.”

She was one of a host of

child-welfare experts who

believed institutional racism

“was the leading cause of the

high number of black chil-
dren in foster care, an argu-
ment that has lost steam in
the face of new data.
Roberts and her ecol-
leagues cited a Massachn-
setts Institute of Technology
study of children ages b-15
who were taken from their
parents on marginal circum-
stances of neglect. The study
shows that older children in
marginal cases placed in fos-
ter care had poorer outcomes
than children who are left
home. In other words, foster
care in some cases worsened

Aunthiz Readhory and bar enn Andrew 17,

a child’s circumstances.

Roberts and others have
said counties should heed the
regults of those findings and
do a better job of working
with black families to keep
children in their birth homes.

“They assume that taking a
child away from his or her fam-
ily is better thap leaving the
children home,” she said. “That
assumption is made the most
often about black families.”

Roberts says the issue is
50 complex that some in the
social welfare world are tired
of tatking about it.

But Roberts maintains
that the proportion of black
children in foster care is im-
portant to discuss.

“When I started working
on this subject, it had been
how long; 20 or 30 years,
since somebody had taken a
serious ook at this,” she said.
“My work wags really a call for
more research.”

The issue should be of

concern, she said. “If we saw
these same numbers with
white children, there’s no
way that society would find
it acceptable,” she said.
Other researchers say the

. past 16 years of efforts to tar-

get alleged racism were nris-
guided and a waste of time.
Harvard Law School professor
Elizabeth Bartholet is gener-
ally considered the main critic
of the “racism” argument.
“The bottom line is thal
there is absolutely no evi-
dence of system biag,” Bart-

. holet said. “What we do have

is overwhelming evidence
that there are higher black
maltreatment rates.”

SARAH REINGEWIRTZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
rarry her 2-vear-old son Xander threugh her

in fromt of you?” And I said
would do the same thing Tdi
with my own teenage son.”

Throughout Xander’s cas
the social worker brought u
race, Bradbury said. Brac
bury said she felt like she we
being harassed.

In 2 separate foster cat
case years ago, an 8-montl
old girl was removed fro
Bradbury’s home by Orang
County social workers bt
cause another couple wante
a white baby. '

“1 loved that little bab
and I wanted to adopt he
but they took her anyway
Bradbury said.

County officials said raci
based decisions are not a
lowed and that they wou!
look into Bradbury’s ease.

On the other hand, the
aren’t many white and L:
tino couples knocking dow
doors to adopt black childre’

- out of foster care, said Joh:

ston Moore of Long Beach.
Moore and his wife, Ter:
are about to adopt their se
enth child from Los Angele
foster care system,
“When it's a cute litt
baby from Ethiopia, the:
are scores of families williz
to adopt,” Moore said. “But
it’s a traumatized 7-year-o
boy from Compton, ever
body runs the other way.”
Issues of race and fost
careneed to be discussed, ot
erwise they will fester whi
policymakers focus on les
important topics, Moore sai
“There are some elepharn
in the room, but & lot-of pe
ple dor’t want to talk abo
them,” he said.

Critical report

One of the main reaso
50 many black children a
in foster care is the length
time they stay in foster ca

County statistics show tk

" black youths stay in foster ca

50 percent longer than ch
dren of all other ethnic prou
InLos Angeles County, the :
erage foster care case las
about a year and a half. Bot i
black children, it lasts mc
than two years.

-This month, the coun
unveiled a 46-page study
why black children linger
the system so long.

The report called in
question all the practices
the Department of Childr
and Family Services, inclt
ing asking hard questio
about the department’s co
mitment in some of the col
ty's poorest neighborhood
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been hit with a

switch, a telephone, 5h exten-
sion cord,” said Goodrich, 22.

Goodrich’s childhood also
had another risk factor, the
lack of a father. Her father
left when she was a baby and
is now In prison, she said.

Natficnal data show that -

about 70 percent of black
children are born out of
wedlock compared with a
rate of about 40 percent for
the general population. Black
men are alse 5.8 times more
likely than white men to be
in prison or jafl, according to
national justice statisties.

Age-old problem

The leading voice for
studying ways to reduce the
proportion of black children
in foster care is Dorothy Rob-
erts, a University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School professor
who wrote the 2002 book
“Shattered Bonds: The Color
of Child Welfare.”

She was one of a host of -

child-welfare experts who
believed institutional racism
was the leading cause of the
high number of black chil-
dren in foster care, an argu-
ment that has lost steam in
the face of new data,
Roberts and her col-
leagues cited a Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
study of children ages 5-15
who were taken from their
parents on marginal circum-
stances of neglect. The study
shows that older children in
marginal cases placed in fos-

ter care had poorer outcomes

than children who are left
home. Tn other words, foster
care in some cases worsened
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a3 Bradhury and her son Andrew, 17, carry her 2-year-old scen Xander through her
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Roberts and others have
¢aid counties should heed the
results of those findings and
do a beiter job of working
with black families to keep
children in their birth homes.

child away from his or her fam-

ily is better than leaving the -

children home,” she gatd. “That
assureption is made the most
often about black families.”

Roberts says the issue is
so complex that some in the
social welfare world are tired
of talking about it.

But Roberts maintains
that the proportion of black
children in foster care is im-
portant to discuss.

“When I started working
on this subject, it had been
how long, 20 or 30 years,
since somebody had taken a
serious look ai this,” she said.
“8y work was really a call for
more research.”

The issue should be of
eoncern, she said. “If we saw
these same numbers with
white children, there’s no
way that society would find

- it acceptable,” she said.

Other researchers say the

. past 10 years of efforts to tar-

get alleged racism were mis-
guided and a waste of time.
Harvard Law School professor
Elizabeth Bartholet is gener-
ally considered the main critic
of the “racism” argument.
“The bottom line is that
there is absolutely no evi-
dence of system bias,” Bart-
holet said. “What we do have
is overwhelming evidence
that. there are higher black
malireatment rates”

“They assume that takinga -
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would do the same thing I did
with my own teenage son.”

Throughout Xander's case
the social worker broeght up
race, Bradbury said. Brad-
hury said she fell like she was
being harassed.

In a separate foster care
case years ago, an 8-month-
old girl was removed from
Eradbury’s home by Orange
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- County social workers be-

cause ancther couple wanted
a white baby.
“T loved that little baby,

_ and I wanted to adopt her,

but they took her anyway,”
Bradbury said.

County officials said race-
based decisions are not al-
lowed and that they would
look into Bradbury’s case.

On the other hand, there
aren't many white and La-
tino couples knocking down
doors to adopt black childfen
out of foster care, said John-
ston Moore of Long Beach.

Moore and his wife, Terri,
are about to adopt their sev-

.enth child from Los Angeles’

foster care system.

“When it's a cute little
baby from Ethiopia, there
are scores of families willing
to adopt,” Moore said. “But if
it’s a traumatized 7-year-old
boy from Compton, every-
body runs the other way.”

Issues of race and foster
careneed tobe discussed, oth-
erwise they will fester while
policymakers focus on less-
important topics, Moore said.

“There are some elephants
in the room, but a lot of peo-

-ple don't want to talk about

them,” he said.

Critical report

One of the main reasons
so many black children are
in foster care is the length of

_ time they stay in foster care.

County statistics show that
biack youths stayin foster care
50 percent longer than chil-
dren of all other ethnic groups.
In Los Angeles County, the av-
erage foster care case lasts
about a year and a half. But for
black children, it lasts more
than two years.

This month, the county
unveiled a 46-page study of
why black children linger in
the system so long.

The report called inte
question all the practices of
the Department of Children
and Family Services, includ-
ing asking hard questions
about the department’s eom-
mitment in some of the coun-
ty's poorest neighborhoods.

Awrana nther thinee the
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have continuity of service.

Poverty at the root

Researcher Brett Drake
of Washington University -
in 8t. Louis’ school of social .
work said that poverty is the
strongest factor correlated
with foster care.

Blacks in the United
States typically live in con-
centrated pockets of “erush-
ing poverty” that whites
generally don’t experience,
he said. When researchers
controi for poverty, the child
maltreatment differencesbe-
tween white and black fami-
lies disappear.

Black households earn
three times less than their
white counterparts, and a
comparison of assets is even
more disparate, Drake said.
Race matters far less than
economic status, he said.

Drake is skeptical of the

_movement to address the

problem through racial-sen-
sitivity classes. Racism may
be a tiny problem, but it's not
nearly as destructive as pov-
erty, he said. -

Counties should focus on
frying to find out exactly why
black families are faring poorly
in poverty-stricken black ar-
eas. And the battle, he said,
starts with trying to make
sure that black children don't
grow up in extreme poverty.

“Blaming it all on bias is
really the coward’s way out,”
he said. '

Continuing discussion -

Toni Oliver, the vice pres-
ident for the National Asso-
ciation of Black Social Work-
erg, said big-city social wel-
fare agencies across the
country have got to take a
serious look at why so many
black children are going into
foster care and staying in fos-
ter care so long. :

Some states, such as
Texas, have made sirides
to make systemic reforms
across different levels of the
government, she said.

Oliver hoped researchers
and welfare executives would
set agide their philosophical
differences and try to find .
ways to assist black children
and their families.

Children should not have
to grow up in foster care,
she said.

“We eannot accept things
the way they are right now —
we just can’t,” she said, “This
has got to stay constructive.
it’s just that when you start
talking shnut race. avervhodv
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